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CONFUSION AN 


HE EVENTS of the last week leave 
the international situation more 
clouded and uncertain than at perhaps 
any time since the Armistice. Mr. Hughes 
on November 9 announced informally but 
definitely that owing to the unwillingness 
of France to waive her suggested reserva- 
tions, the United States had decided to 
drop the proposed international economic 
inquiry into Germany’s capacity to pay 
reparations. This announcement was re- 
ceived in Paris with scarcely concealed 
pleasure. London and Washington both 
made it clear that under the circumstances 
neither was prepared to go ahead with a 
conference which did not include France. 
Apparently then, this project which 
seemed only a few weeks ago so promis- 
ing, has failed completely. It is unfor- 
tunate that the Secretary of State did not 
indicate to the country in a clear and un- 
qualified way the reasons for this failure. 
Instead, just as when the American troops 
were withdrawn from the Rhineland after 
the occupation of the Ruhr, our govern- 
ment has again failed to give to the coun- 
try any clear lead as to the reasons or 
purposes of its action. Surely the Admin- 
istration cannot expect the country to be 
prepared to support it in a forthright for- 
eign policy, if each governmental move is 
so hedged about by evasive explanations 
that public opinion is left quite bewildered 
as to the real purpose of the President 
and Secretary of State. 


Wilson versus France 


In striking contrast to President Cool- 
idge’s Armistice Day statement, which 
was colorless to the point almost of in- 
sipidness, was former President Wilson’s 
challenging radio address of the same day 
and his even more provocative response to 
his admirers who greeted him at his 
house. Mr. Wilson’s charge that “France 


and Italy between them have made waste 
paper of the Treaty of Versailles and the 
whole field of international] relations is in 
perilous confusion,” has the great merit 
of directness and honesty. It has been 
answered in France by bitter reproaches 
that America, through her refusal to 
ratify the Treaty of Versailles or even to 
consider seriously the promised triple 
guarantee of France against German ag- 
gression, was the first to make “waste 
paper” of the peace settlements. No one 
can deny that there is substance in the 
French retort. Germany and France each 
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accepted the peace arrangements on speci- . 


fic understandings and pledges from the 
United States, the former confidently ex- 
pecting that the United States would be 
a decisive moderating influence in the 
Reparation Commission, the latter yield- 
ing reluctantly her claim to the Rhine as 
a protective frontier only because of the 
British and American guarantee. 


Nationalist and Monarchist Reaction 


In the meantime, the farcical Luden- 
dorf and Hittler attempt at an armed 
monarchist coup in Bavaria has been 
crushed without’ serious resistance, 


though, for the moment, the Berlin gov- 
ernment seems to have been almost panic- 
stricken. But the defeat of scatter-brain- 
ed Fascisti in Munich was not necessarily 
a victory for the German Republic. Von 
Kahr, the Bavarian dictator, and his as- 
sociates who easily crushed the Hittler 
movement, are themselves monarchists 
favoring the Wittelsbach House and 
Prince Rupprecht for the German throne, 
rather than the Hohenzollerns and either 
the Kaiser or the Crown Prince. 
Synchronizing exactly with the defeat 
of his family’s supporters in Bavaria, 
Friedrich Wilhelm apparently with a Ger- 
man passport and with the tacit consent 


of Holland crossed into Germany, nomi- 
nally headed for his estates in Silesia. The 
Allied protest to the Hague was mysteri- 
ously delayed until the ex-Crown Prince 
had crossed the frontier, and it is now 
rumored that the former Kaiser himself 
has a German passport and is preparing 
to follow his son across the frontier. 
Allied councils are divided. Proposals 
are made for the occupation of Munich 
or of the chief North Sea and Baltic ports 
of Germany as a means of forcing the 
3erlin government to turn over the Crown 
Prince to the Allies and to cease its al- 
leged flirtations with the former Kaiser. 
Suggestions are made that either or both 
of the Hohenzollerns be tried under the 
var criminals provision of the Treaty, but 
0 one seems to believe that the Allies 
seriously wish to enforce this provision. 


Alienating World Opinion 
What is the purpose of the Berlin gov- 
nment in what appears to be open sup- 
rt of the movement for the Hohenzol- 
n restoration? Stresemann, replying to 
e Allied protest, said that the return of 
e ex-Crown Prince was an_ internal 
“rman matter and, in answer to the de- 
inand that the Allied Commission of Con- 
trol with authority to examine German 
military resources be re-established, has 
declared that his government could not 
assure the safety of the Allied officers on 
such a commission. The German Chan- 
cellor has been, of course, a monarchist, 
but since coming into power he has de- 
clared definitely that he will support the 
Republic. Perhaps Stresemann wishes to 
divide royalist opinion in Germany by giv- 
ing tacit support to the Hohenzollerns as 
against the Wittelsbachs; or perhaps he 
wishes to assure Prussian and Protestant, 
rather than Bavarian and Catholic con- 
trol in the event of monarchist reaction. 
But whatever Stresemann’s motives 
are, it is undeniable that the recent mon- 
archist developments in Germany are 
alienating the public opinion of the world, 
which during the past few weeks had 
seemed, because of French excesses, to be 
growing more friendly to Germany. Per- 
haps this explains why these portentous 
developments across the Rhine leave 
France so undisturbed. She has the power 
to crush any German movement whenever 
she chooses. If German stupidity and re- 
action completely alienate world opinion, 
France will be entirely at liberty to carry 
out any policy she wishes towards the 
Reich. JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


The New British Election 
HE adjournment of the Imperial Con- 
ference coincides with the latest dis- 
patches from London, indicating that 
Premier Baldwin is planning to dissolve 
Parliament almost immediately after it 
reconvenes the middle of this month and 
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to call for a new election either on Decem- 
ber 5 or December 12. If the Government 
has its way, the issue will be fought out 
on the question of a limited imperial pref- 
erential tariff. It is suggested that the 
new duties will apply primarily to manu- 
factured articles in order to protect the 
domestic market and that wheat and meat 
will remain on the free list. 

It is expected that the Prime Minister 
will also announce his purpose of using 
the revenues secured by the new protect- 
ive duties for: (1) The improvement of 
agriculture; (2) The expansion of cotton- 
growing within the Empire; (3) The re- 
duction of present duties on tea and sugar. 

This program, it is hoped, will give a 
three-fold appeal to the agricultural inter- 
ests, the cotton interests of Lancashire 
and even to labor by reducing the break- 
fast cost. 

The Independent Liberals, led by As- 
quith, and the National Liberals, followers 
of Lloyd George, appear to be on the way 
towards reconciliation, but there seems no 
chance that they, even if working togeth- 
er, will show sufficient strength to return 
to power. 

Labor, claiming to welcome the oppor- 
tunity for a contest, is evidently dis- 
pleased at having the election come so 
soon. J. Ramsay Macdonald, the leader of 
the party, has announced that he will fight 
the election not merely on the domestic 
issues of the tariff, but also on what he 
considers to be the lamentable failure of 
the Conservatives’ foreign policy. It seems 
unlikely, however, that Labor will do more 
than perhaps somewhat increase its pres- 
ent membership in the House. 


Unless there are very unexpected de- 
velopments, the Conservative party should 
be returned with a substantial majority. 
In this event, the cause of free trade, or 
even that of more moderate and reason- 
able tariffs, would seem to have been ma- 
terially weakened. However, it is aigu- 
able that not until the British Empire 
shows that it can, through a policy of pro- 
tection, fight fire with fire, will the United 
States and other “high protection” coun- 
tries be prepared to modify their present 
almost prohibitive schedules. 


An Announcement 

EGINNING this week, Thursday, No- 

vember 15, a course of six lectures 
on “Recent Political Experiments in Eu- 
rope” will be given on Thursday evenings 
at the New School for Social Research, 
465 West 23rd Street, New York, by 

PROFESSOR OSCAR JASZI 

the distinguished Hungarian statesman 
now in this country. Admission free. 


Make checks payable to ROBERT H. GArR- 
DINER, Treasurer, 9 East 45th Street, New 
York. 
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